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looked down on by civil officers. But in the Chenghua and Hongzhi reigns, there was a trend for
eunuchs to “submit orders for official appointments” that made it possible to become an official
without passing the examinations. Medical officers were among the main beneficiaries of this
practice; many were able to break through the restrictions on their status and move into the civil
service, a shift that intensified the conflict between civil officials and medical officers. Although
the medical officials thus promoted had been raised to higher positions, their powers were limited
to medical administration. However, that did not prevent officials in the civil stream from
treating these newly promoted medical professionals as heterodox. Limits on the ways one could
become an official and the distinction between civil and technical officials were hotly debated.
Investigation of how medical officers were promoted and the debates surrounding this topic in the
Chenghua and Hongzhi reigns can give us an understanding of the institutionalization of medical
officers’ selection in the Ming dynasty and the way their identity and image were shaped by the

political culture of the bureaucracy.

The Development of the Javanese Sugar Industry and the Changing Pattern of the Prewar East Asian
Sugar Industry Zhao Guozhuang(57)

The late 19™ and early 20" century saw great changes in the structure of the East Asian
sugar industry. The once dominant Chinese sugar industry broke up as Japan and British Hong
Kong became the main centers of the sugar industry, while Europe, Java, Cuba and China
competed with each other, forming a new East Asian structure. The Javanese sugar industry
played an indispensable role in these changes: cheap raw sugar from Java entered the East Asian
market in large quantities, boosting the development of the Japanese and British Hong Kong
refined sugar industry and exacerbating competition among the main entities in the East Asian
sugar market, and good strains of sugarcane and advanced technology were introduced into East
Asia, improving the varieties and increasing the acreage of sugarcane on the Chinese mainland
and Taiwan, then ruled by Japan. Responding to the huge demand for sugar, the Javanese sugar
industry took the initiative in transforming its operations, so that its refined sugar poured into
East Asian markets. The multidimensional relationship between Java and the Chinese and
Japanese sugar industries enables us to see the internal details of the changing position of these
industries and helps us understand the multiple facets of social and economic change in prewar

East Asia.

Some Thoughts on the Quantitative Study of Student Backgrounds in Republican Shanghai
Liang Chen, Ren Yunzhu, Wang Yuqgian and Li Zhongqing(76)
As the most important window on to China’s early modernization, Republican Shanghai had
not only a commercial economy and a diversity of cultures, but also the highest number of
colleges and universities out of all Chinese provinces and cities. The many students reared in
these institutions constituted an indispensable talent base for China’s modernization, so their
group characteristics are crucial to understanding the social organization and structure of this era.
Our quantitative analysis of background data on college students in university records assesses
their place of origin, family background and the system they came from. Our findings show that
they were relatively homogeneous in terms of family background and were geographically
concentrated. Theoretically, these public and private colleges and universities were open to all of
society across the country, but in fact their students tended to be from local families with cultural

or financial advantages and to have come through local secondary schools with a myriad ties to
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these colleges and universities. Republican Shanghai throws a sidelight on the real situation of

Republican higher education.

The Parish, the Turnpike Trust and the Reform of British Road Administration in the Sixteenth to
Nineteenth Centuries Shen Qi(93)

Starting from the 16™ century, the parish was the base-level organization of English road
administration. In the 17™ century, the flourishing of the commodity economy and the
specialization of road transport led to a transportation quandary. In the latter half of the 17"
century, parliamentary legislation tried to strengthen the parish system, but was unable to
resolve its problems due to through-road externalities and funding bottlenecks. From the end of
the 17" century, parliament authorized another road management body, the turnpike trust.
These resolved the former system’s contradiction between road users and those responsible for
road upkeep, achieving effective road maintenance and supervision premised on freedom of
passage and public ownership. The turnpike trust also expanded channels for funding road
maintenance and helped achieve a balance of interests, providing an effective means of
maintaining, constructing and improving heavily used roads. Road governance under

parliamentary supervision was an important part of local governance during this period.

The Shipping of Bulk Commodities on the Volga and the Economic Development of Modern Russia
(1850-1913) Zhang Guangxiang(114)

Research on the Volga as a transport conduit must clarify the relationship between water
transport and the overall development of the national economy as well as the synthesizing effect
of water transport in Russia’s transformation from a traditional to a modern society. Prior to the
dominance of rail transport, the advantage of the Volga for shipping bulk commodities was
reflected in terms of the flow of goods on the main stem river and its tributaries. The shipping of
grain, timber and other commodities maximized the commodity rate of raw materials, and the
river’s market scale effect can be seen from the water transport specialization index. The market
formed by commodity circulation and the associated specialization encouraged the development of
related industries. These internal factors , together with shipbuilding improvements, constituted
the foundation for the emergence of cities along the waterway, with Astrakhan growing from a
small fishing village to a regional urban center. The transport of bulk commodities along the
Volga, the development of specialized markets and industry growth from the late 19" to the early
20™ century constitute new fields for research on the pre-Soviet social and economic history of

Russia.

Academic Review
“Leaving the Imperial Examinations Behind” . Rethinking the Study of China’s Social Mobility from
the 7™ to the Early 20™ Century Zhang Tianhong(137)
The circulation and mobility of elites with political power is the most noteworthy feature in
the study of China’s social mobility from the 7® to the early 20" century. Chinese and foreign
scholars have focused first and foremost on elite circulation and mobility through the imperial
examination system. Academic assessments of family influence on social mobility vary due to
differences in unit selection, but the maintenance of a family’s social status was ultimately determined
by family members’ examination results and their positions in the bureaucracy. The relationship
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