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On the Identity of Huai Salt Makers in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
How to Define Slaves

MA Jun-ya
( School of History Nanjing University Nanjing 210093  China)

Abstract: Before the 19th century slavery was not uncommon. The most important criterion to judge
the identity of slaves is the conditions for the laborers to have the free personality of development and
the degree of free development as human beings. Huai salt makers were bound by the national law
engaged in direct forced labor and had no freedom to change their identities and occupation and
were inherited from generation to generation. They had nothing and even their marriages depended on
the favor of the government. In fact they were the country slaves. Their living conditions and free—
dom were far less than those of the peasants in Huaihe Region and even less than that of the black
slaves in the American plantations.
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